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SONOMA STATE COEDS SCHEDULE CARPOOLS

Enuti Ven Hoven; left; Christina M’'Innes

Hitchhike? Try
The SSC Carpool

By CAROLYN LUND
The hitchhike dilemma: how|
does a college student get to
class without a car and there’s|
1o public transportation?
answer: thumb a ride.
Sometimes, it works. Some-
fimes, {hungh, it leads to rape,
assnult, injury. And sometimes,

death.

Students at Sonoma State Col-
lege know the problem and are|
trying to solve it at least iem
porarily with a Carpool Co
ortinaiion Switchboard to lmk

the county. Between them is a
growing kst describing assai-)
Lants and their cars.

“WATCH OUT FOR THESE|
MEN" says the heading, and)
the girls share their bad experi
lences in an effort fo warn oth|
ers.

Paranoia?

ly it's & response conditioned by
the growing awareness that the
[situation is desperate.

80 Rapes
Appmnma!.ely B0 female

Of a sort, perhaps. More like-|

SRJC student has disappeared.
‘Twenty-year-old Jeannctte Ka-
mazhele dropped out of sight af-
ter leaving her Catati home last
ITuesday morning to hitchhike to
class. Miss Van Hoven told The
Press Democrat she heard of
four rapes during & two-week
period, and “I knew somebody
ought to do something.”

I can’t find a job so T had
plenty of time. There was no
way | ecould rationalize not
doing somathing.”

She lined up volunteers, got

it from the ecollege

those with fr
those who need it.

Twenty-year-old Knuti Van
Hoven, SSC senior, heads a
coalition of 11 concerned valun-|
teers staffing and organizing the|
switchboard operation. With the|
eo-gpétation of the college)
they’re manning a telephone,
arranging rides. and collecting|
the schedules and itineraries of|
drivers.

Headquarters Is a desk in the
lbby of the Commons, campus
watering hole and meeting spot.
“RIDES" says a sign on the|

reported being
iraped last year in Sonoma
County Estimates are thaf nine|
jof 10 rapes go unreported eithar)
ibecause of the stigma of the de-

for use of the Commons location
and a phone extension; she got
u signup form pﬂnlsd and her
group spent three hours stutfing
inserts into The Sonoman,

grading act or because
ot less tham sympathetic treai-
ment from law enforcement of-
ficials.

For some girls, it's even
warse. Last month a Sania Rosa
Junior College coed hitchhiked
from Larkspur to Bania Rosa.|

the campus newspaper.
20 or 39 A Day
A few days later she had 100
signups by drivers with space
available and the offers were
izoming in at the vate of 20 or 30
a day {rom people on campus.

\She was raped and strangled,

embankment on a remete road.

bulletin hoard beside a map of|

her nude body dumped over an/Mrs.

One Rohnert Park resident,
Althea Sheehan, offered
the services of herself, ber son

And now another hitchhiking! (Continued:from Page 7 Col. 1)



The H itchhiking Dilemma
And Carpool Coordination

(Continued from Page 1)

their car to transport stu-|
dents anywhere locally in their|
free time.

Miss Van Hoven together
with her cohort Christina Mac-|
Innes, 19, Santa Rosa, devised
a way by which drivers are de.|

sive.

The two girls In charge have
been called paranoids by
some skepti

Female st1 denishave re
|vealed rapes they'd not reported|
to- officials in order’ fB add. to|
deseriptions of the rapis
ﬂ&m'ﬂwt a{tltnde ras

tion is also_required|irivers

for the protection of riders,

Tide—an alternativesto: h)tchh.ik

ing.

“If your carpool ride fails td
show up, or if your car has hro-
ken down—ar even if you're just
DON'T]

“Call us at 795% Write the|
number down someplace where|
‘you can find il in an emergency
We'll be there from 7:30 a.m. fol
€ at night.”

The codlacts made during thel
rest of this school year will lead
to an expanded operation next]
year and until public transpor-|
tation is available, according tof
Miss Van Hoven.

Tentatively, the plan is tof
computerize the operation using|
campus facilities, making
Switchboard a project for com-|
puter trainees.

In the meantime, if’s a primi-
tive type of npuatlon. the
schedules 1isted i looseleal

motebooks, a cardboard carton!

serving as a filing cablnet,

“rlm i lot sbout the girls he's
raped and almost killed.”
The

“b:R.ny s still around.”

There's negative response to
the carpool co-op, foo.

Not one or two but 11 men on
campus have protested tm
{Switchboard effort, t
raping of hitchhikers as “inevit-
able,” some said the girl hifch-

it as a learning experience.”

“Hell, the chicks' like it,” one|
said,

Miss Van Heven, who has,
hitchhiked since she was 17,
was fold by a man last week|
that she “better walch out and
not hitchhike any anymore,”|

theysince forming the Switchboard.

“I've been very lucky, really.|
1 was never in a situation that [
couldn’t handle.

““Unfortunately, some. people’s|

“It's really rough to geta nde
way out here with no bus ser-

{humbtacks serounged from oth-,
er bulletin boards throughout|
the campus.

‘While most respanse has been!be

vice, especially when you use|
your thumb knowing you may
raped, beaten or like her—"

i-| were dropped.

hikers should “relax and regard|for

board of the missing|

Jeannette Kamahele.

Lack of bus service is a situa-
ing head

nearbynmjnrmdsh
current contract

Bus service from Santa Rosa
was attempted in 1966 but

ized sufficiently
's{the experimental runs down Pe-|
talyma Hill rd. and Hwy. 10L

Why weren't Euy patronized?
The theory of business|
manager B.M.D. le& is that
students either could not afford|
the fare or were too scatiered o
commute. from: downtown Santa
the| Rosa.

Miss Van Hoven plans to
broaden the base of her crusade|
pablic transit, contacting
senior. citizens, Rohnert Park|
narents groups whose children
walk E. Cotati bivd. to school,
and ofhers.

“Public transportation|
through the rural areas of|

and western Sonoma)
County is nonexistent, shel
said.

“It's @ great rural location for|
a college here, but it has neither
local housing facilities nor bus|
's| service.

“We can go to school, but we
can't live within walking dist-
?.n]n:se and we can’t ride to it by|

“We're commuters, whether|

we like it or not. That's why so|
many of us have to hitchhike,”)
he said.

heartening, some has heen deri-land she painted at the bulleti
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